July 8, 2003

Jo Anne B. Barnhart

Commissioner of Social Security

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, Maryland 21235-7703

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

The American Academy of HIV Medicine (AAHIVM) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Social Security Administration’s (SSA) plan to update and revise the rules for evaluating immune system disorders, as initially offered on May 9, 2003.  

AAHIVM is an independent organization of HIV Specialists and others dedicated to promoting excellence in HIV/AIDS care.  Through advocacy and education, the Academy is committed to supporting health care providers in HIV medicine and to ensuring better care for those living with AIDS and HIV disease. Our 1,600 members provide direct care to more than 275,000 HIV patients, more than half of the patients in active treatment for HIV disease.  

Based out of Los Angeles, California, the Academy has a diverse membership, primarily composed of specialists in Infectious Disease, Internal Medicine, Family Practice, and General Practice.  In addition, many of our voting members are nurse practitioners and physician assistants.  AAHIVM has worked tirelessly to ascertain, certify, and promote HIV Specialists as the clinical practice for HIV disease has evolved with increasing complexity and specialization.  As a result, we applaud your solicitation for input and encourage you to involve qualified HIV Specialists in the final determination of the regulatory revisions codified by SSA.
The Academy has reviewed both the comments submitted by AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) and the HIV-Legal Joint Comments submitted by Lambda Legal, fully supporting the positions taken therein.   To supplement those revisions, the Academy would also like to offer further comments—regarding the high incidence of mental health disease in patients with HIV; other non-adherence factors contributing to drug resistance; and the barriers to sufficient central nervous system (CNS) viral suppression, regardless of successful plasma suppression.  We hope to offer these comments in the coming weeks, well before the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking anticipated from SSA.  

In the interim, the Academy offers its full resources and expertise to the Social Security Administration and stands ready to assist in those revisions in any way possible.   

Please do not hesitate to contact the Academy as these discussions continue.   We look forward to working with you and offer our sincerest thanks for the opportunity to cooperate as these revisions progress, to affect the highest standard of care possible for all individuals living with HIV/AIDS.  

Sincerely,

R. Scott Hitt, MD

CEO

American Academy of HIV Medicine
