Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities

June 16, 2003

Page 2

[image: image1.png]4494

CONSORTIUM
CITIZENS

with
DISABILITIES












June 16, 2003

Jo Anne B. Barnhart

Commissioner of Social Security

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703
Via: regulations@ssa.gov

Re: 
Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders


Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking


68 Federal Register 12639, March 17, 2003 

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

On behalf of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Task Forces on Social Security and Work Incentives Implementation, we are pleased to submit the attached comments on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders, published in the Federal Register on March 17, 2003.

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a working coalition of national consumer, advocacy, provider, and professional organizations working together with and on behalf of the 54 million children and adults with disabilities and their families living in the United States.  The CCD Social Security and Work Incentives Implementation Task Forces focus on disability policy issues in the Title XVI Supplemental Security Income program and the Title II disability programs.  

Attached to this email are three documents.  The first two documents contain CCD’s comments on the advance notice of proposed rulemaking and a table of contents.  The third document is an appendix to the comments showing some specific recommendations for changes in the Introduction sections, 12.00 and 112.00.  

We appreciate this opportunity to comment on revisions to the mental disorder listing prior to publication of a notice of proposed rulemaking.  We applaud your seeking input before publishing an NPRM on an issue of this importance that will affect so many people with disabilities.   We also would welcome the opportunity meet with you to discuss our recommendations and to respond to any questions you may have.  

If you have any questions, please contact Marty Ford (202-783-2229) or Ethel Zelenske (202-216-0030).

Sincerely, 

Marty Ford





Ethel Zelenske

The Arc and UCP Public Policy Collaboration
National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives

ON BEHALF OF:

American Association on Mental Retardation

American Council of the Blind

American Network of Community Options and Resources

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law

Brain Injury Association of America

Center for Disability Issues & the Health Professions

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill

National Association of Developmental Disabilities Councils

National Association of Disability Representatives, Inc.

National Association of Protection and Advocacy Systems 

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty

National Mental Health Association
National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives

The Arc of the United States

United Cerebral Palsy
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