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Post Office Box 7886

Madison, WI 53707

Phone
608-266-7604

Fax
608-266-8297

E-mail
theresa.klubertanz@ssa.gov
July 7, 2003

Commissioner of Social Security 

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703

Dear Commissioner:

RE:  Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Immune System Disorders

Overall, NADE finds the Immune System Disorder listings clear and easy to use.  However, the organization of these particular listings could be improved.  NADE submits the following items for consideration in developing revisions on evaluating immune system disorders.  

There are multiple cross-references to various other Listings of Impairments in the Immune System Disorder listings.  This makes using the Immune System Disorders listings extremely difficult due to the need to go back and forth to potential other applicable listings for specific criteria to evaluate.  It would be helpful, more efficient and minimize confusion if all of the cross-referenced listings criteria were included in the text and language of the actual section of the Immune System listings.  

In the preamble to the listing, paragraph #6 (page 133), there is a reference differentiating the term “severe” as used in sequential analysis step #2 vs. “medical severity”.  However, the term medical severity is not described or referred to in any way in the listings.  A definition of the term medical severity is needed. 

The listings should be changed to reflect advances in medical treatment and current improved prognoses.  

We appreciate your attention to our comments.  Please feel free to contact me if you have questions.

Sincerely,

Theresa B. Klubertanz

President

cc: Sue Roecker, Associate Commissioner for Disability Programs

     Lenore Carlson, Associate Commissioner for Disability Determinations

     NADE Board of Directors
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