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Jo Annc Bambhart /

Commissioner, Social Scourity Administration

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

Furthermore, SSA should addrcss the following considerations as wcll;
(1) SSA should apply the ncw rulc retroactively to young adults who have lost their $SI (and
Medicaid) alrcady, have an IEP, and are not yet 22 ycars old.
(2) In some cases, this protection should continuc if the person moves from an cducational
sciting directly into a vocational rehabilitation program, and SSA’s regulation should allow
for this possibility.
(3) The new regulation should not be limited to students with disabilities who are enrolled in
spectal education classes 3" it should protccl any young person who is losing his or her SSI
disability benefit at agc 18 and is enrolled in school or an appropriatc cmployment or
vocational program.
(4) The language of the regulation should bc broad cnough to benefit students with
disabilitics who are enrolled in 2 privatc or parochial school and may not have an IEP,

I believe that this is a very important proposal and [ urge you to publish it as a final rule as soon as
possible. Young people with disabilitics should remain in school or in vocational training as long as
possible to acquirc the skills to become as independent as possiblc. This proposcd regulation will
make it possible for more young people to finish their oducational, vocational, or other support
training.
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