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March 8, 2004

Jo Anne B. Barnhart

Commissioner of Social Security

P. O. Box 17703

Baltimore, Maryland 21235-7703

Via Email: regulations@ssa.gov
Re:  Comments on Proposed Rules for Determining Income and Resources Under the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program, 69 Fed. Reg. 554 (Jan. 6, 2004)

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

These comments are submitted on behalf of The Arc of the United States in response to the proposed rules published at 69 Fed. Reg. 554 (Jan. 6, 2004).  These proposed rules would revise the way that SSA determines an individual’s income and resources for the SSI program.  We strongly support these changes and urge that they be published as final rules as soon as possible.

The Arc is the national organization of and for people with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities and their families. It is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for people with mental retardation and their families. The association also fosters research and education regarding the prevention of mental retardation in infants and young children.  Over a million children and adults with mental retardation rely upon SSI or Title II disability benefits, and the related Medicaid or Medicare health services.

Over the past few years, the General Accounting Office (GAO) has urged SSA to simplify SSI rules because they are complex, duplicative, and cumbersome for claims representatives and applicants.  The GAO has reported that the annual cost of administering the program is significant, with eligibility determinations making up a substantial portion of these costs.  

We strongly support the proposed rules changes to do the following:

· Eliminate “clothing” from the definitions of income and in-kind support and maintenance (ISM).  

· Eliminate the dollar value limit (currently $2,000) for exclusion of household goods and personal effects.  

· Exclude from the resource limit the value of the first automobile if used as transportation for the individual or a member of the individual’s household.  

We agree that the current rules are complex and difficult for claimants and beneficiaries to understand and follow.  Also, as noted by SSA in the preamble to the NPRM, current rules are “viewed as harsh and demeaning” and act as a disincentive for family members to provide assistance.  We appreciate that claims representatives are not comfortable delving into such personal aspects of individuals’ lives.  Further, these changes will assist beneficiaries who seek to return to work.

We want to note that our support for the entire package of proposed changes includes support for the proposed change that extends the exclusion of household and personal goods required because of the person’s impairment to any type of impairment. The current rule limits this exclusion to goods required due to physical impairments only.  Clearly, individuals with mental impairments also should have the benefit of this exclusion.

In addition, we recommend that SSA include in the language regarding the exclusion of an automobile an additional phrase (below in italics) that would give SSA the flexibility to act in an equitable manner in cases where family living arrangements require it:

One automobile is totally excluded regardless of value if it is used for transportation for the individual or a member of the individual’s household or if we determine that the automobile is otherwise being used to help the individual or to meet the individual’s needs.

We believe the suggested modification is consistent with the clear trend in state and federal means-tested programs to completely disregard the value of at least one vehicle.   

We appreciate this opportunity to comment on revisions to the representative payment program.  If you have any questions, please contact Marty Ford (202-783-2229 or ford@thearc.org).

Sincerely, 







Lynne Cleveland







Chairperson, Governmental Affairs 
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