I am commenting on individuals working who have a Psychiatric Disability.  The SEARCH (Support, Employment Assistance, Recovery and Consumer Housing) Is a programs funded through AB2034 to assist homeless individuals who have a both of history of being homeless and a psychiatric disability.  We are constantly attempting to encourage people to either return to work or gain skills to be able to work.

Work is, as you stated, “therapy”.

Barrier to work: Fear that they will lose their benefits if they work.  Thankfully that one is no longer true.  However constant counseling is needed to reassure people that they will not lose their benefits. 

Barrier to work: Amount of $100.00, before reductions; is too small.   SSI payment reductions and additional paper work happen too quickly after a person returns to work.  Also when monthly paper work in not filled out for whatever reason they may get a large lump sum taken from their check.      They often wonder if they should continue to work, because they think that work does not pay.  Again a counselor will have to sit down and explain it to them.  If they don’t have a counselor they would probably quit.  

Barrier to work: Fear that they will not be able to receive benefits if they are able to work prior to actually receiving benefits.   When the repercussions of having a psychiatric illness are realized, fear is paramount and the only logical choice is to receive SSI (a safety net).   People need to have a system that will help them when they are sick, yet allow them to improve and work toward wellness.  Because people need SSI, to provide them with a safety net they will not start work for fear of holding up their SSI. 

Our experience tells us that individual ability to work, who have a severe psychiatric illness changes depending on support, medication management, drug and alcohol use and individual desire, housing and others.

Good luck and thanks for taking a look at ways to make the system more clients friendly.  There is almost no greater sense of accomplishment than having an individual state that they don’t need SSI to live.  Sorry I have not been able to spend time on this as I just received it today.

Rick Reynolds  supervisor SEARCH   Butte County   

