June 12, 2003



Commissioner of Social Security



P.O. Box 17703



Baltimore, MD 21235-7703



Dear Commissioner:



On behalf of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of New York State 



(NAMI-NYS), I am pleased to submit a response to the Social Security 



Administration’s Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning Revised 



Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental disorders (68 Federal Register 12639,

March 17, 2003.).  

With 5,000 members and 58 affiliates throughout New York State, NAMI-NYS

is a grass-roots organization whose mission is to provide support, education, and 

advocacy for New Yorkers with mental illness and their families.  As “New York’s Voice on Mental Illness,” our goal is to find a cure for the brain diseases

referred to as mental illness, and until then, to improve the lives of all those affected by these no-fault, neurobiological disorders.

We at NAMI-NYS are well aware of the vital role played by the Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) programs in

the lives of individuals with severe and persistent mental illness. These programs are a social safety net for those who, due to the nature and severity of their illness, are either temporarily or permanently incapable of supporting themselves through substantial gainful employment.  

We are grateful to the Social Security Administration for its invitation to comment on revising the medical criteria for evaluating mental disorders.  We believe that any change in criteria for determining mental impairment - hence eligibility for SSDI and/or SSI – must: a) be based on the most up-to-date scientific evidence and methods; b) take into account the uniquely disabling nature of mental illness, from its diverse manifestations and symptoms to its impact on the ability to perform tasks necessary for functioning in a competitive economy. 

NAMI-NYS fully endorses the recommendations offered by the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD), a coalition of over 100 national disability organizations, including the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.  A listing of their recommendations is submitted for your review.

In addition to the recommendations of the CCD, NAMI-NYS recommends that under the Activities for Daily Living section of the “B” criteria listings, additional material should be added to this section to explain that relevant ADLs include the ability to engage, independent of supervision or direction, appropriately, effectively and in a sustained manner in activities such as ability to pay bills, carry out simple instructions, maintain personal appearance and health, travel in unfamiliar places, set realistic goals, manage and maintain a work or home environment and cope with routine stresses of daily life.   

On behalf of NAMI-NYS, I again thank you for giving our organization the opportunity to comment on this critical issue.

Sincerely,



J. David Seay, J.D.



Executive Director



NAMI-NYS

