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June 28, 2002

Sent by facsimile
.10 Anne B. Barnhart
Commissioner of Socia! Security
P.O. Box 17703
Baltjmore. MD 21235-7703

NPRM on RIJle~ requiring SSI beneficiaries to
grant pem1ission for access to financial records

Re:

Dear Commissioner Barnhan:

The SSI Coalition is a policy and advocncy organization that focuses on thc Supplemental
Security Income (881) program and othcr puhlic benefit prugrall1s that provide cash assistance
alld health C(lrc to low-incomc elderly and pcoplc with disabilities. OUf individual and
organizational members rdngc from consun1crs with physical and/or psychiatric disabilities to
community based organiwtjons working with people with disabilities. We al!iu provide
individual lcgal representation to individuals with Social SectlrilY problems.

Ihi~ fiC:W requirement could cause somc 88! cligible individuals to lose ssr benefits ifpersnn!\
(spouses or parcnt~ or sponsors whose income and resources SSA deems to SSI recipients) refuse
to sign thc rclcase for 88A to obtain tl1eir financial information. For example. if a spouse
de(;id~s not to coopcratc Wjtl1 S8A and rcfllscS to sign the written permission, the SSI eligible
spouse could lose SSI benefil!i. There appears to be no limit to the type of information that SSA
collld request about an individual, and SSA does not even have to furnish a copy of the written

pcrn1ission to the financial institution.
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This ncw. inflcxiblc rulc. appcars to bc unduly broad and unncccssary. SSA as always had the
right to rcqucst financial infornlation. and ifthc individual could not produce tile requested
infonnation. SSA could obtain thc infornlation aftcr obtaining n rclcnsc for the spccific financial
institution. furthcnllorc. if thc rcsponsiblc third party rcfuses to coopcrntc. thcrc is no good faith
cxccption to protcct thc applicant/bcncficiary.

This proposcd rulc will bc a harricr to SSI cligihility for some individuals. In this econoDlic
climatc, whcrc individuals in povcrty who arc unablc to work nccd the surety net of the SSI
program. imposing thcsc ncw rcquircmcnts may sevcr that lifeline. Thc SSI Coalition hopes that
SSA will reconsider the proposed rules.

Sincerely,

S~g~
Deputy Director

Isa
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SSI Coalition
For A Responsible Safety Net
Security with Dignity for Low Income Elderly and Disabled

June 28, 2002

Sent by facsimile
.10 Anne B. Barnhart
Commissioner of Socia! Security
P.O. Box 17703
Baltjmore, MD 21235.7703

NPRM on Rmes requiring SSI beneficiaries to
grant pernlission for access to financjal records

Re:

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

The SSI Coalition is a policy and advocacy organization that focuses on the Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) program and othcr public benefit prugrall1s that provide cash assistance
aJld health cure to low-income elderly and pcoplc with disabilities. Our indivjdual and
organizational melnbcrs ffinge from consun1crs with physical and/or psychiatric disabilities to
community based orgalu7.utions working with people with disabilities. We al!io provide
individuallcgal rcpresentation to individuals with Social Security problcll1S.

These comml.:llts are submitted in responsc to the NPRM published in the Federal Register nn
May 2, 2002. The SSI Coalitiol1 has some concerns about the prnposed rule requiring SSI
Ltpplicants and beneficiaries tu grw1l to SS1\ virtually unlimitcd Ilccess to their financial records.
,IS w~II as to thc financial records of responsible third parties.

Ihi~ nt:w requiremcnt could caU5C 50mc SSI cli~ible individllals to lose ssr benefits if persons
(spouses or parent:; or sponsors whose income and resources SSA deems to SSI recipients) refuse
10 sign thc rclcase for SSA to obtain their finw1cial information. For example. if a spouse
decide.s not to coopcratc Witl1 SSA and rcfllscS to sign the written permission, the SSI eligible
spouse could lose SSI benefils. There appears to be no limit to the type of information that SSA
could request about an individual, and SSA does not even have to furnish a copy of the written

pcnnission to the financial institution.
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This ncw, inflcxiblc rolc, appcars to bc unduly broad and unncccssary. SRA as always had the
right to requcst financial infonnation, and ifthc individual could not produce tl1e reqLlested
infonnution. SSA could obtain thc infoffi1ation aftcr obtaining a rclcasc for thc spccific financial
il1stitution. Furthcm10rc, if thc rcsponsiblc third party rcfusc:s to coopcratc. there is no good faith
exccption to protcct the applicant/bcncficiary.

This proposcd rulc will bc a banicr to SSl cligibility for some individuals. In this econoDlic
climatc, whcrc individuals in povcrty who arc unablc to work need the safety net ofthc SSI
program, imposing thcsc ncw rcquircmcnts may sever th~1t lifeline. Thc SSl Coalition hopes that
SSA will reconsider the proposed rules.

Sincerely.

S~gr-
Deputy Director

lsa
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