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September 30, 2003





Jo Anne Barnhart


Commissioner, Social Security Administration


P.O. Box  17703


Baltimore, MD  21235-7703





Dear Commissioner Barnhart:





Greetings!





We are sending this letter in support to the proposed regulation to continue the SSI benefits for people with disabilities who are 18 and above to enable them to  participate in programs related to vocational rehabilitation services, employment and related support services. Published for public comment on August 1, 2003, the proposition is aimed at changing the guidelines to which Social Security Administration  should regulate the financial or monetary benefits received by people with disabilities who are under vocational or some support training and no longer eligible for SSI benefits.  





CALIF, believes in the philosophy of independent living earned thru self empowerment,  knowledge of one’s rights and the liberty to make one’s choices – that makes one truly independent.  People with disabilities, like everyone else in this society should be supported and be afforded equal opportunity to have better access to education, vocational and technical training that would enable them to earn the skills and become active participants in society’s mainstream.  





This proposition is a big leap towards that goal. Young people with disabilities to be more specific, will be highly encouraged to continue  to learn and acquire skills for themselves to live independently and become productive citizens.  Getting them in-school, vocational or otherwise, will  have the same positive impact among our school systems throughout the state.  





Sincerely,











Communities Actively Living Independent and Free (CALIF)


   


C  A  L  I  F


Communities Actively Living Independent & Free


849 S. Broadway, Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90014


Tel.No.: (213) 627-0477; Fax no.: (213) 627-0535; Email: info@calif-ilc.org














