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June 16, 2003

Ms. Jo Anne Barnhart




VIA: regulations@ssa.gov
Commissioner of Social Security

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703.  
Re: 
Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders


Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking


68 Federal Register 12639, March 17, 2003 

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

On behalf of the Brain Injury Association of New York State, we are pleased to submit the attached comments on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders, published in the Federal Register on March 17, 2003.

The Brain Injury Association of New York State is a statewide non-profit membership organization that advocates on behalf of individuals with brain injury and their families. The Association supports more than 42 chapters and support groups throughout the state, and maintains a network of more than a thousand individuals and organizational partners. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on revisions to the mental disorder listing prior to the publication of a notice of proposed rulemaking.  We applaud you and the Social Security Administration for seeking input from the public prior to publishing an NPRM.  As you know, this is a critically important issue that will affect millions of people with traumatic brain injury for years to come.   

Sincerely, 

Judith I. Avner

Executive Director
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