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Re:  Advance notice of proposed rulemaking, “Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders, 68 Fed. Reg. 12639 (Mar. 17, 2003)

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

These comments are submitted on behalf of the National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives (NOSSCR).  Founded in 1979, NOSSCR is a professional association of attorneys and other advocates who represent individuals seeking Social Security disability or Supplemental Security Income (“SSI”) benefits.  NOSSCR members represent these individuals in legal proceedings before the Social Security Administration and in federal court.  NOSSCR is a national organization with a current membership of 3,400 members from the private and public sectors and is committed to the highest quality legal representation for claimants.  NOSSCR is a member of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD).  

A significant percentage of our members’ clients are claimants with mental impairments.  Our members have first-hand knowledge of the difficulties faced by these individuals in navigating the Social Security and SSI disability claims process at all administrative and judicial levels. NOSSCR believes that the structure and design of the mental impairment listing works for the purpose of assessing children and adults with mental disorders and we do not believe that major overhaul of the mental disorders listings is necessary.  The structure and approach have stood the test of time and still prove to be practical and workable for the evaluation of adults and children.  

Nevertheless, we believe that there are important updates and refinements that should be included in the listings for both adults and children and urge SSA to adopt the recommendations attached to this document.  We also endorse the comments submitted by the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD).  

Sincerely,

Ethel Zelenske

Director of Government Affairs

