September 30, 2003

JoAnne Barnhart

Commissioner

Social Security Administration

6401 Security Blvd

Baltimore, MD  21235-0001

Via: regulations@ssa.gov
Dear Commissioner Barnhart,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: “Continuation of Benefit Payments to Certain Individuals Who Are Participating in a Program of Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Employment Services, or Other Support Services,” 68 Fed. Reg. 45,180 (August 1, 2003).

The Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation has long been an advocate for people with mental retardation.  We support 301 standards which will better support young adults with mental retardation as they enter the transitional years of 18 to 22, so that they may elect to continue their education rather than being forced to drop out due to SSI termination.

We believe the proposed 301 regulation is much needed and we encourage you to adopt them as soon as possible, given the attached revisions we are recommending.

Thank you for your continued efforts to support people with mental retardation as they strive to be productive and meaningful members of our society.

Sincerely,

Mark Russell

Executive Director
Enclosure:  Revision Recommendations

