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July 8, 2003

Jo Anne B. Barnhart

Commissioner of Social Security

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703
Re: 
Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Immune Systems Disorders


Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking


68 Federal Register 24896 (May 9, 2003)

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

As co-chairs of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Task Forces on Social Security and Work Incentives Implementation, we are writing to endorse the comments submitted by the HIV-Legal Joint Comments Group on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Immune Systems Disorders, published in the Federal Register on May 9, 2003.

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a working coalition of national consumer, advocacy, provider, and professional organizations working together with and on behalf of the 54 million children and adults with disabilities and their families living in the United States.  The CCD Social Security and Work Incentives Implementation Task Forces focus on disability policy issues in the Title XVI Supplemental Security Income program and the Title II disability programs.  

The comments by the HIV-Legal Joint Comments Group are based on many years of working with individuals living with HIV and represent their extensive knowledge of the common difficulties faced by these individuals, including responses of SSA’s disability adjudicators.  As they note, medical advances have allowed many people with HIV to live longer lives and to work.  However, the side effects of medications and previously unlisted conditions present new barriers, limiting the functional abilities of many people with HIV.  
Like its efforts with the mental disorders medical criteria, we appreciate that SSA is seeking input before publishing an NPRM on an issue of this importance that will affect so many people.   

Sincerely, 

Marty Ford





Ethel Zelenske

The Arc and UCP Public Policy Collaboration
National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives
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