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Re:  Advance notice of proposed rulemaking, “Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Immune Systems Disorders, 68 Fed. Reg. 24896 (May 9, 2003)

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

These comments are submitted on behalf of the National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives (NOSSCR).  Founded in 1979, NOSSCR is a professional association of attorneys and other advocates who represent individuals seeking Social Security disability or Supplemental Security Income (“SSI”) benefits.  NOSSCR members represent these individuals in legal proceedings before the Social Security Administration and in federal court.  NOSSCR is a national organization with a current membership of 3,400 members from the private and public sectors and is committed to the highest quality legal representation for claimants.  NOSSCR is a member of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD).  

Many of our members’ clients are claimants living with HIV.  Our members have first-hand knowledge of the difficulties faced by these individuals in navigating the Social Security and SSI disability claims process at all administrative and judicial levels. While the structure and design of the HIV listing generally works well, we believe that there are important updates and refinements that must be included to reflect medical advances and the functional realities for people living with HIV.

We are writing to endorse the comments submitted by the HIV-Legal Joint Comments Group. The comments by the HIV-Legal Joint Comments Group are based on many years of working with individuals living with HIV and represent their extensive knowledge of the common difficulties faced by these individuals, including responses of SSA’s disability adjudicators.  As they note, medical advances have allowed many people with HIV to live longer lives and to work.  However, the side effects of medications and previously unlisted conditions present new barriers, limiting the functional abilities of many people with HIV.  

Sincerely,

Ethel Zelenske

Director of Government Affairs

