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The University of North Carolina at Charlotte
9201 University City Boulevard

Charlotte, NC  28223-0001

Office of Academic Affairs

704-687-2224

February 16, 2004

The Commissioner of Social Security

P. O. Box 17703

Baltimore, Maryland 21235-7703

Dear Commissioner:

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte joins hundreds of other institutions of higher education and national organizations focused on international education here in the United States in asking you to reconsider the proposed rule published in the Federal Register on December 16, 2003.  More than 700 foreign students, fifty percent of them in graduate programs, are enrolled on this campus of 19,500 students.  Many of the graduate students hold teaching and research assistantships, and their contributions are vital to the academic mission of UNC Charlotte.  Denying Social Security numbers (SSNs) for these students would impose an enormous hardship here.

The proposed rule purports to solve a problem that does not exist and will have serious negative repercussions on international students attending UNC Charlotte.  I would note four points:

Students in F-1 status are authorized to accept employment, under certain conditions, by virtue of their immigration status.  Current Social Security Administration procedures mandate evidence of identification, lawful status, and work authorization comparable to what the new rule proposes.

Denying F-1 students an SSN identification number would make it impossible for our F-1 students to accept certain positions on campus because the IRS levies fines against some on-campus employers unless students produce a valid SSN.  Students who receive taxable scholarships or stipends must produce a valid SSN number to file a tax return, and they are not eligible to receive an Individual Tax Identification Number.

Absent an SSN, students will face insurmountable barriers in their efforts to open a bank account, lease an apartment, obtain a driver's license, or obtain telephone and utility service.  We at UNC Charlotte already devote a large portion of our time and energy helping students transition to life here in the United States; we will be overwhelmed if foreign students cannot obtain an SSN.
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Finally, arguments holding that certain foreign students use the SSN to promote fraudulent activities must be balanced against the fact that the overwhelming majority of international students work inside all U.S. laws and regulations.  The new regulation would make it necessary for large numbers of them to terminate their studies here and return home.  Surely this is not in the long-term interest of the United States.


Sincerely,
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Joan F. Lorden

Provost and Vice Chancellor
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