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September 30, 2003

Jo Anne B. Barnhart

Commissioner, Social Security Administration

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703

Via: regulations@ssa.gov





Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

On behalf of The Arc of the United States, I am pleased to submit the attached comments on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on continuation of benefit payments to certain individuals who are participating in a program of vocational rehabilitation services, employment services, or other support services, 68 Federal Register 45180, August 1, 2003.

The Arc is the national organization of and for people with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities and their families. It is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for people with mental retardation and their families. Over a million children and adults with mental retardation rely upon SSI or Title II disability benefits, and the related Medicaid or Medicare health services.

Overall, we support the proposed changes regarding continuation of benefits to people in vocational rehabilitation services, employment services, or other support services.  This is a good proposed regulation that will make necessary adjustments to accommodate children as they transition into adulthood.  Attached are more detailed comments that include recommendations for further refinements.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the notice of proposed rulemaking regarding continuation of benefit payments to certain individuals who are participating in vocational rehabilitation services, employment services, or other support services, published in the Federal Register on August 1, 2003. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marty Ford (202-783-2229 or ford@thearc.org).

Sincerely, 









Lorraine Sheehan









President

www.thearc.org
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