LRMHMR RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPT.

STAFF MEETING OF 4/7/03:

DISCUSSION OF WAYS TO IMPROVE THE DISABILITY DETERMINATION PROCESS

 FOR MENTAL HEALTH CASES


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION
PROBLEM
SUGGESTION

Side effects of medications.
Due to side effects from medication, claimants often have trouble responding to requests for information from DDS or attending CE’s and are denied when they do not attend or respond on time.
Showing this as a good cause, allow a case to continue at Initial Claim or Reconsideration instead of going on to ALJ.  Otherwise claimant must wait at least a year for a hearing just because they missed an appointment or did not return information on time.


Not enough emphasis is placed on the functioning limitations caused by side effects of the medications claimants are taking.
Develop the TRC993M further, to include information on the side effects of medications as it relates to functioning limitations.

Claimants who meet criteria for a listing and are still struggling at a job.
Some claimants with mental health disability continue to try to work even though  they cannot maintain SGA and are often denied because they are still trying to work.
Consider the number of jobs a claimant has had within a 12-24 month period and how long they held each job.  Perhaps establish a criteria for these 2 areas.

Past significant work, (Vocational criteria)
During the vocational development of a case, often jobs in the national economy are cited that a claimant may be able to do, without regard if these jobs exist in the area where the claimant lives.
Consider only jobs that exist in the claimant’s immediate living area.  Claimants with mental health disabilities usually cannot move to other parts of the country where cited jobs may exist.





