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June 16, 2003

Ms. Jo Anne Barnhart




VIA: regulations@ssa.gov
Commissioner of Social Security

P.O. Box 17703

Baltimore, MD 21235-7703.  
Re: 
Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders


Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking


68 Federal Register 12639, March 17, 2003 

Dear Commissioner Barnhart:

On behalf of the Brain Injury Association of Maryland, we are pleased to submit the attached comments on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Revised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders, published in the Federal Register on March 17, 2003.

The Brain Injury Association of Maryland is a non-profit in Maryland whose mission id to create a better future through brain injury prevention, research, education and advocacy.  We work closely with the CDC Traumatic Brain Injury Surveillance Grant in Maryland and know that at least 5500 individuals a year sustain a brain injury severe enough to require hospitalization in one of our trauma centers.  We also know that is the tip of the iceberg!

Maryland has a fragment system, at best, to serve individuals with brain injury and their families.  In addition, Maryland does not have any direct funding in the State budget to individuals with brain injury who sustained their injury after the age of 22 years.  Most of these individuals want to and could be productive citizens if given proper case management and funding.  The proposed changes to the Medical Criteria for Evaluating Mental Disorders would assist those with the greatest need.
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on revisions to the mental disorder listing prior to the publication of a notice of proposed rulemaking.  We applaud you and the Social Security Administration for seeking input from the public prior to publishing an NPRM.  As you know, this is a critically important issue that will affect millions of people with traumatic brain injury for years to come.   

Sincerely, 

Diane D. Triplett

Executive Director

1331 H Street, NW, Suite 301 • Washington, DC  20005 • PH 202/783-2229 • FAX 785-8250 • Info@c-c-d.org • www.c-c-d.org














1331 H Street, NW, Suite 301 • Washington, DC  20005 • PH 202/783-2229 • FAX 785-8250 • Info@c-c-d.org • www.c-c-d.org

1331 H Street, NW, Suite 301 • Washington, DC  20005 • PH 202/783-2229 • FAX 785-8250 • Info@c-c-d.org • www.c-c-d.org


